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Patent 

Docket No. 393032041300 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



re Patent Application of: 
Kojiro KATO 

Serial No.: 10/677,056 

Filing Date: September 30, 2003 

For: MDONG CONSOLE HAVING VISUAL 
MARKING SYSTEM APPLIED TO 
MANUAL OPERATORS WITH 
SUBGROUPING 



Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 
Group Art Unit: Not Yet Assigned 



SUBMISSION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 & 1.98 

MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O.Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 and § 1 .98, Applicant submits for consideration in the 
above-identified application the enclosed Japanese office action. An English translation of this 
document is also submitted herewith. The documents cited in this office action were submitted to 
the U.S. Patent Office in a previous information disclosure statement. The Examiner is requested 
to make this document of record. 



Applicant would appreciate the Examiner initialing and retuming the duplicate copy of 
this paper, indicating that the information has been considered and made of record herein. 

* 

In the unlikely event that the transmittal form is separated from this document and the 
Patent and Trademark Office determines that an extension and/or other relief (such as payment of a 
fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17 (p)) is required, Applicant petitions for any required relief including 



la-891744 



extensions of time and authorize the Director to charge the cost of such petition and/or other fees 
due in connection with the filing of this document to Deposit Account No. 03-1952 referencing 
393032041300 . 

Dated: November 22, 2006 Respectfully submitted. 



By. 




David L. Fehrman 

Registration No.: 28,600 
MORRISON & FOERSTER LLP 
555 West Fifth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90013-1024 
(213) 892-5601 
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Notice o£ Rejection 

Issue date, October 3, 2006 
Patent Application No. Patent application No. 2002-292330 

Drafting Date September 27, 2006 

Examiner of JPO Nobuyuki Seki 9249 3X00 

Patent Applicant/Representative Mr. Hideo Takino 
Applied Provision Section 29(2) 

The present application should be rejected for the reason 
mentioned below. If the applicant has any argument against the 
reason, a written argument should be submitted within 60 days from 
the date on which this notice was dispatched. 

Reason 

The inventions according to the claims listed below in the 
present application should not be granted patents under the 
provision of Patent Law Section 29 (2) , since the inventions could 
have easily been made by persons who have common knowledge in the 
technical fields to which the inventions pertain prior to the filing 
of the present application, on the basis of the inventions described 
in the publications listed below which were distributed in Japan 
or foreign countries. 

Note (The list of cited documents, etc. is shown below.) 

Claims: 1 to 3 

Cited documents: 1 to 4 

Remark: 

In the mixing console, it is known as disclosed in the cited 
document 4 that, in order to improve operability of a group operation 

section having a plurality of subgroups each having a plurality 
of controls and being arranged in a column, the subgroups are 
discriminated from each other by color markings. Further, cited 
document 1 discloses that a plurality of controls are arranged in 
a column according to functions required to the controls. Thus, 
it is a matter of design choice for a skilled person to provide 
a plurality of group operation sections each having a plurality 
of subgroups each having a plurality of controls, to arrange the 
plurality of the group operation sections in a column, and to arrange 
all the subgroups of the plurality of the group operation sections 
in a column along an arranging direction of the group operation 
sections . 

Further, it is a design matter for the skilled person to use 
the same marking for subgroups corresponding to a common electric 
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signal as a target of process and control by the first and second 
group operation sections. 

Consequently^ the invention set forth in claims 1-3 of the 
application can be readily deviced by the skilled person based on 
the inventions disclosed in the cited documents 1-3. 

•y 

Another notice of rejection will be issued when new reason 
of rejection is found. 

i 

The List of cited /documents, etc. 

1. Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. HEI08-32378 

2. Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. HEI09-312537 

3. Micro film of Japanese Utility Model Application No. 
SHO62-089156 (Japanese Laid-Open Utility Model Publication No. 
SH063-199319) 

4. Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. HEI09-198953 



Record of the result of prior art research 

• Technical fields to be searched: IPC H01H9/18, H03G3/02 

Prior art document: Japanese Laid-Open Utility Model Publication 
No. SH063-199319; Japanese Laid-Open Utility Model Publication No. 
HEI06-41033; and Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 
HEI05-251950 

This record of the result of prior art research is not a component 
of the reason for rejection. 
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